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Jannah. The terror has stopped, the fear is
over. My mother will cry when they find my
decaying body but her misery is going to be
over soon. The other side s
beautiful..."rejoicing in Allah’s bounties and
being delighted for those yet to join them.”
wait for my mother. We will soon meet. Her
pain will be over. Her pain is a test for the
Ummabh. It is a test to distinguish between
the truthful and the liars, to distinguish the
compassionate from the tyrants. It is to
distinguish those who side with the truth
and those who side with the falsehood,
between those who speak for justice and
those who speak for self interest/state
interest.

Youssef Zeino and Ahmed Al-Madhoon,
Gazan paramedics, who risked their lives to
rescue me, their sacrifice became a symbol of
Islamic compassion. We, the people of Gaza,
stand apart from the cruel, cold, selfish and
materialistic world. Youssef and Ahmed
knew they would lose their life but their kind
hearts did not allow them to stay behind. We
are the people of love and hope therefore
sacrifice comes to us as second nature.

In Gaza, even a smuggled cucumber becomes
a tale because it is shared with compassion.
A hospital bed is a tale because a mother in
Gaza embraces as many children as she can
despite her own children being hungry and
in agony. She feeds as many children without
parents as she can. Young children offer their
firewood and warm clothes to elderly. They
cheer up children. The doctors sacrifice their
lives for the patients. The press risks their
own and their family’s lives for
transparency. We think beyond self-interest.
We wonder if the neighbor has eaten. We
distribute the little food we have so more
stomachs are filled.

Let our lives be a lesson for you. Let our
blood allow you to lead a life of compassion,
love and sacrifice. Allow our blood to help
you break free from the chains of
materialistic selfish lifestyle. | pray you will
repent from your self-serving lifestyle before
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the day arrives when my mother will plead
with Allah for justice. I wish you can see what
Allah has provided me with and let go of
Wahn (love for dunya and hate for death).
Don’t forget us, we are not numbers. Don't
placate yourself and forget a kid pleading for
help, dying in a dark cold night. Don't forget
the paramedics full of hope decaying in an
ambulance. Don't forget the world heard my
screams and their hearts ached but were
helpless because of the shackles of tyranny
and control in the current world. You must
break the shackles and let mankind free.
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Where is Hind?

Mugadas Ghumman

[ am trapped inside a car with 6 dead family
members. There are Israeli tanks and
snipers everywhere. Everyone is dead
except me. I am not even 6 years old yet. Itis
getting dark and [ am terrified. My heart is
pacing. I am panicking. I am praying for what
my father has always prayed for; Shahadah.
This test is difficult. | am ready for what most
people fear. | am ready to meet my Lord.
The tanks are getting louder, louder and
louder. My heart is pounding. I can't recall
the prayers my mom taught me against the
enemy. I can't remember words to recite
when overwhelmed with fear. The gunshots
are piercing my ears. During the chaos |
realize Layan, my 15-year-old cousin, is
alive. I can sense that she wants to embrace
me and protect me but she remains still. We
suddenly hear the phone ring, she quickly
picks up and speaks in a low tone, it's the
rescue team. [ sense hope. Someone is going
to come and get us. I may be too young to
understand the brutality of the Israeli army
butl am from aland where we experience far
more fear, death and trauma at such a tender
age than most adults do in their entire
lifetime so 1 know our options are
scarce....but I tell myself, it is going to be
alright.

The phone call ends with gunshots and
Hayan's screams. She is chosen by Allah. The
blood splatters everywhere. At this moment,
I have nothing but my morning Quran
lessons. I remember with difficulty, there is
ease. The ayah begins to take over me. |
suddenly realize, I have a Higher Power by
my side. [ know the One who has put me in
this situation will give me courage to deal
with it. Now instead of panicking and
screaming and crying like any normal 6-
year-old would do. I stay calm. I hear the
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phone vibrate, I pick up the phone, it's the
rescue team.

Hearing words from the outside world
breaks me down..."Come take me, you will
come and take me?” The woman on the
phone is kind, compassionate and
concerned. She reassures me, “Okay dear, |
will come and take you.” She tries to keep me
as calm as possible; I can hear her voice
break down. I raise my eyes and I am
surrounded by signs of brutality, machinery
of brutality, tanks of tyranny right next to
me...but the voice on the phone is full of
compassion. 1 experience two worlds apart
at the same moment.

A culture full of compassion, empathy,
kindness versus a culture full of hate, deceit,
brutality and tyranny. A community that
protects, cares, sacrifices versus a
community that is selfish, cold and cruel. 1
thank Allah, I am from the land that is full of
compassion, love, care, determination and
selflessness. I look up and it's getting darker
and my voice begins to fall apart. I tell her |
am getting afraid of the dark. She knows the
source of strength of all Palestinians...our
connection to the Quran. We recite Surah
Fateha together, it makes me feel better.
Three hours have passed since I have been
on the phone and finally someone is on the
way to rescue me. I thank Allah. I wait and 1
wait and [ wait. Two days have passed. There
is no phone call. No operator. No family. No
sight of life. No sign of compassion. Just
death, brutal tanks and cold faces of Israeli
snipers. I have lost track of time and days. |
am hungry, cold, afraid and slowly dying.
The world has heard my voice. The world is
questioning, where is Hind? It raises its
voice, it screams, where is Hind? Find Hind!!
But I will not be found now, I have left for
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Weekly Nlda.e.l‘hﬂafat Lahore

MULTICAL-1000 |

Calcium + Vitamin C & B12 + Folic Acid (Sachets) \

- 1000mg
| I.'ITICAL-1000 CONTAINS N 4

CALCIUM

Takes you away from
Malaise & Fatigue
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